Heparin therapy in anti-basement membrane nephritis.
The effect of heparin on the development and progression of a form of antiglomerular basement membrane nephritis was examined in the rat. Animals which received heparin before and throughout the period of immunological insult developed lesions which were as severe, and perhaps more severe, than rats which did not receive heparin. Inulin clearances were lower in heparin-treated animals than in untreated rats. Animals in both groups exhibited renal fibrin-fibrinogen deposition and had increased rates of urinary fibrin-fibrinogen related antigen excretion. These results indicate that heparin per se has no beneficial effect on the development of this form of glomerulonephritis in this species.